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The European machine tool industry gave its reponse to the economic crisis from San Sebastian, 

at the CECIMO General Assembly held on 7-8 June. 

CECIMO has become founding member of the European Factories of the Future Research Associa-
tion (EFFRA) set up by ManuFuture.  

An article by the Economic and Market Intelligence Department of CECIMO elaborating the contro-
versial Council regulation and its impact on the Machine Tool industry. 

Mr. Filip  Geerts, Director  
General of  CECIMO 

We have interviewed Mr. Javier Eguren, the President of CECIMO and talked with him about the 
effects of the economic crisis on the machine tool industry and a possible exit strategy.  

The New Legislative Framework adopted by the European Commission in 2008 consists of a pack-
age of measure which introduces better rules for market surveillance and to protect both custom-
ers and producers from unsafe products.   

Dear all, 
 
Welcome to the first edition of the CECIMO maga-
zine. The machine tool industry is the keystone to 
ensure manufacturing in Europe. The machine 
tool sector contributes to the Lisbon Agenda aim 
to make the European Union the most competi-
tive economy in the world. About this we want to 
communicate with you. This is what you need to 
know! We want to inform and dialogue with you 

about the achievements and innovations of our 
sector, their challenges and the socio-economical 
and political issue they are confronted with. 
    We need manufacturing in Europe. A competi-
tive European machine tool industry is a key ele-
ment to achieve this objective. In order to remain 
competitive we need a business environment to 
market the most competitive manufacturing solu-
tions worldwide. We need adequate legislation, 
skilled workforces, innovation, proper financing, 
good supply chain and infrastructure to name a 
few.  Let us reflect with you in this Magazine how 
to reach this! 

    We want an exchange of views with you on how 
to boost our European machine tool industries’  

 
 
competitiveness to face the challenges of global- 
isation, the fight against climate change / envi-
ronmental protection, the importance of market  
surveillance/enforcement, the specific needs of 
SME’s and the lack of skilled labour force. We 
want to discuss and foster research and innova-

tion.  

    May I also strongly encourage you to visit our 
website, a source of information on our technol-
ogy and sector as well as on our opinions and 
position papers. The website also explains our 
structure, mission, objectives and activities. 
     We are a very promising sector. Therefore I 
would like to invite you to contribute to our work 
with ideas and knowledge. We will do all that we 
can to involve you in our work, and look forward 
to meeting with you to discuss ideas and propos-
als for topical and relevant policy work. So do not 
hesitate to post an article on our blog or to drop 
us an email: information@cecimo.eu We will com-

municate about it in this Magazine twice a year in 
our summer and winter issues.. 
    Let’s get in touch! 

Welcome to the world of Machine Tools 

The largest  Machine Tools fair in Europe will take place in Milan this year. 
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In the press release issued 
following the General Assembly 
it was confirmed that the ma-
chine tool industries have been  
hit seriously by the economic 
crisis. In particular, the drop in 
orders due to falling demand in 
consumer sectors such as the   

automotive industry stunted 
production. In the first quarter of 
2009, 53% drop was observed 
in the MT production over 
Europe compared to the first 
quarter of  the previous year.  
    In view of the continuing eco-
nomic slowdown, machine tool 

 industries voiced their con-
cerns regarding a delayed re-
covery, which is not foreseen to 
happen before 2010 in the 
manufacturing sector. They 
stated that given its strategic 
position in nourishing the com-
petitiveness of several end user  

European Machine Tool Industry hit by the economic recessionEuropean Machine Tool Industry hit by the economic recessionEuropean Machine Tool Industry hit by the economic recessionEuropean Machine Tool Industry hit by the economic recession    

European MT industry  gathered in Spain’s industrial heartland...European MT industry  gathered in Spain’s industrial heartland...European MT industry  gathered in Spain’s industrial heartland...European MT industry  gathered in Spain’s industrial heartland...    

CECIMO member associat ions and delegates jo in their forces 

under the leadersh ip of CECIMO aga inst the e conomic crisis. 

Xabier Ortueta -General  

Manager, AFM 

sectors vital to economic 
growth and employment in 
Europe, the protection of the 
machine tool sector from the 
negative effects of the crisis 
should be a matter of priority 
for the European decision mak-
ers and legislators. 

The event was hosted by 

AFM, the Spanish  

member of CECIMO 

was  “how to improve the image 
and communication of the MT 
industry towards the financial 
w o r l d ?” .  E x p er ts  f r om 
UNICREDIT and Bank Vontobel 
AG took the floor in these ses-
sions. 
    Finally Peter Meier from ETH 
USP consulting presented his 

forecast study with regard to 
the impact of the economic 
recession on the MT sector. 

The CECIMO Spring General 
Assembly took place in San 
Sebastian on 7-8 June 2009. 
The theme of the GA was the 
response of the machine tool 
industries to the economic cri-
sis and the GA hosted a series 
of workshops and conferences 
concentrating on this subject 

matter.  
    During the first day, dele-

gates had the possibility to 
discuss the actions undertaken 
at European level  against the 
downturn in breakout sessions. 
The main  question raised in 
the workshops was “how to 
make use of the EU initiatives 
to overcome the economic cri-

sis?”. The first workshop elabo-
rated EU initiatives aiming at 
improving the general business 
environment  whilst the second 
addressed public-private part-
nership with a focus on the 
Factories of the Future. The last 
workshop was dedicated to 
new business models during 

which results obtained from the 
EU-funded NEXT project were 
presented to the delegates and 
the representatives of the Euro-
pean machine tool industry.  
These latter took advantage of 
this forum to exchange opin-
ions and best practices.  
   Another question that was 
tackled during presentations 

The European machine tools industry responds to the economic crisis from   

San Sebastian 

the post-crisis economic environ-
ment and in adjusting the pro-
duction levels.    

A message of determinationA message of determinationA message of determinationA message of determination    

Despite the tough business 
environment and dark scenar-
ios indicating a delayed recov-
ery for the manufacturing sec-
tor, the European machine tool 
industries under the leadership 
of CECIMO are working to ward 
off the negative effects of the 
economic stalemate on their 
business.  

    CECIMO is going to make use 
of new forecast tools to help 
predict activities in the machine 
tool sector on the European and 
global scale. In addition, it will 
have recourse to macroeco-
nomic indicators to guide the 
MT industry in adapting itself to 
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tial to help boost businesses at 
the time of economic upturn 
(when it starts) has been con-
firmed by the machine tool 
builders. 
    The conclusions of the GA 
affirmed, however, that despite 
all these efforts, the industry 
cannot alone cope with the 

subversive effects of an eco-
nomic crisis which has its ori-
gins not inside the industry but 
elsewhere. It has been stated, 
therefore, that a real and quick 
recovery may not be ensured 
without the assistance of pub-
lic decision makers at both 
national and European levels.    

    Furthermore, the role of new       
business models in ensuring a 
faster recovery and their poten- 
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unites the forces of supplier 
and customer companies, R&D 
institutes universities and trade 
associations by keeping mem-
bership open to representatives 
of these groups and it offers a 
membership configuration 
which spans the complete value 
chain. 
    CECIMO, which has previ-
ously played a leading role in 
foundation of ManuFuture, has 
become founding member of 
EFFRA with the decision of the 
CECIMO Spring General Assem-
bly on 8 June 2009, in San 
Sebastian.  As the representa-
tive of the European machine 
tool industries within EFFRA, 
CECIMO will pro-actively engage 
in the definition of the work  
programmes and the technolo- 

What about Europe?What about Europe?What about Europe?What about Europe?    
The results of the same survey 
inform us that European con-
sumption of MT is to fall by 
almost 40% in 2009. Orders 
have shown already significant 
drops in many European coun-
tries during the first quarter of 
this year but the full impact of 
the economic crisis is expected 
to be felt from the second half 
of the year due to a seven 

gical content of the research 
programmes. On the other 
hand, it  will participate in the 
management of this brand new 
R&D association with the objec-
tive of encouraging the develop-
ment of innovative manufactur-
ing technologies, materials and 
processes which will enable 
industry to produce more, by 
consuming less energy and 
generating less waste.  
    The European Commission 
and industry announced the 
official launch date of the first 
round of research calls for pro-
posals as 30 July 2009. The 
partnership between the Com-
mission and industry is ex-
pected to prepare the manufac-
turing in Europe for a more 
competitive and greener future.  

On 26 November 2008 the 
European Commission adopted 
a comprehensive action plan 
designed to provide a coordi-
nated response to the eco-
nomic crisis. This economic 
recovery package set out a 
strategy to stimulate ‘smart’ 
investments in key sectors in 
research, development and 
demonstration and to boost 
demand in order to help the 
European economy move away 
from the negative influence of 
the global economic stalemate. 
The European Commission de-
cided that a fiscal stimulus 
package of 200 billion Euros 
(which equals 1,5% of EU GDP) 
would be used to achieve im-
mediate recovery in identified 
key sectors, namely those 
which are the main drivers of  
the European economy and 
which provide the bulk of jobs.  
    The European Commission 
has decided to earmark a sum 
of 1.2 billion Euros to be jointly 
financed with industry for a 
research programme to support 
the automotive, construction 
and manufacturing industries in 
the development of new and 
sustainable technologies. The 
Factories of the Future, which is 
one of the three Public-Private 
partnerships (the other two 
being ‘Green Cars’ and ‘Energy 
Efficient Buildings’) identified by 
the Commission in the recovery 
plan aims at helping the Euro-
pean manufacturing industry 
and especially SMEs to adapt  
themselves swiftly to global 

competitive pressures and im-
prove their research and tech-
nological base by investing in 
innovation  an d sustainable 
production solutions which will 
be the yardstick of competitive-
ness in manufacturing indus-
tries in the future.  
    The first step as a response 
to the Commission’s plans 
came from ‘ManuFuture’, the 
European Technology Platform 
on Manufacturing Industries, on 
11 March 2009 which an-
nounced its willingness to en-
gage into a partnership with the 
European Commission to imple-
ment the Factories of the Fu-
ture Public-Private partnership 
Following this decision, 
ManuFuture set up a new in-
dustry-led R&D association, 
European Factories of the Fu-
ture Research Association 
(EFFRA). 
     In close cooperation with the 
European Commission, EFFRA 
will define the R&D priorities for 
the future of European industry  
and ensure to allocate funds to 
projects  which have the great-
est potential to contribute to 
the improvement of the techno-
logical base of the European 
manufacturing industry through 
the development of enabling 
manufacturing technologies 
with cross-sectoral benefits.  
    EFFRA represents a   new 
vision for European R&D by 
placing the industry on equal 
footing with European public 
authorities in the identification 
and implementation of R&D 

How has the economic crisis How has the economic crisis How has the economic crisis How has the economic crisis 
affected the machine tool  in-affected the machine tool  in-affected the machine tool  in-affected the machine tool  in-
dustry?dustry?dustry?dustry?    
Despite the fact that the crisis 
started in the financial markets, 
the effects on the manufactur-
ing industry have been severe. 
The slowing demand has had 
repercussions for the manufac-
turing industry as a sharp fall in 
orders which has resulted in a 
plummeting level of production.  

According to the Oxford Eco-
nomic Survey 2009, the global  
MT consumption is  forecast to 
fall by 31% in 2009. Global GDP 
is estimated to drop by 2% over 
this year and industrial output 
by 8%. In particular, motor vehi-
cles, steel and engineering in-
dustries which are the main 
customers of machine tool 
manufacturers are expected to 
be worst affected.    

CECIMO becomes founding member of EFFRA 

Interview with Mr Javier Eguren, the President of CECIMO  
On the occasion of the CECIMO GA, we talked with Mr Eguren on the impact of the economic crisis on the  machine tool On the occasion of the CECIMO GA, we talked with Mr Eguren on the impact of the economic crisis on the  machine tool On the occasion of the CECIMO GA, we talked with Mr Eguren on the impact of the economic crisis on the  machine tool On the occasion of the CECIMO GA, we talked with Mr Eguren on the impact of the economic crisis on the  machine tool 
industryindustryindustryindustry    

 EFFRA is an industry-led research association. In close coope ration wi th the Euro-

pean Commission, EFFRA will defi ne the R&D pri ori ties fo r the future of European  

industry .  

Mr. Javier Eguren, President o f    

CECIMO 
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the economic crisis on our 
industry. Over four days our 
delegates, who came from 15 
leading European countries in 
the MT industry attended the    
seminars and workshops pre-
pared by CECMO and which 
were given by experts in re-
search, technology and devel-
opment (RTD), from the finan-
cial world, industry and acade-
mia. Vivid discussions were 
held with the aim of defining a 
strategy the European MT in-
dustry will follow to respond to 
the current challenges under 
the supervision of CECIMO.                                     
    I think that CECIMO General 
Assemblies offer a unique plat-
form for our delegates, who  

month backlog. Nevertheless, 
European manufacturers are 
currently facing serious prob-
lems. The drying up of liquidity 
on the financial markets  to-
gether with the tumbling de-
mand have generated an over-
capacity problem in industrial 
production. Therefore, machine 
tool manufacturers are trying to 
adjust their production capacity 
and business plans to the cur-
rent situation whilst they strug-
gle to find the liquidity required 
to maintain their production 
activity and to enable such an 
adjustment. 
Is the European machine tool  Is the European machine tool  Is the European machine tool  Is the European machine tool  
market affected more seriously market affected more seriously market affected more seriously market affected more seriously 
compared to other markets in compared to other markets in compared to other markets in compared to other markets in 
the world?the world?the world?the world?    
A 27% drop is forecast by the 
Oxford Economic Survey (2009)  
in the Asian market and 30% in 
US. However, the important 
question is how quickly the 
markets will recover. The US is 
expected to rebound more 
quickly due to the greater 
amount of stimulus in the pipe-
line in economic and monetary 
policy of the American govern-
ment and to the weak US dollar 
which helps boost exports. As  
regards the Asian market, the 
Chinese consumption has dem-
onstrated an upwards trend in 
the last years and despite the 
slowdown, consumption has 
fallen in China much less than 
in any other market. The de-
mand for Machine tools in the 
Chinese market will determine  
the demand at  global level.  
However, in Europe, lack of  
liquidity is forcing the MT end 
users to postpone their invest-
ments and to undergo capacity 
reduction, which risks delaying 
the pick up in the European 
economy. 
What is needed to be done for What is needed to be done for What is needed to be done for What is needed to be done for 
the European machine tool the European machine tool the European machine tool the European machine tool 

industry to revert this down-industry to revert this down-industry to revert this down-industry to revert this down-
wards trend ?wards trend ?wards trend ?wards trend ?    
The global economic interde-
pendence and the intertwined 
character of the economic crisis 
spanning economic and finan-
cial aspects deprive any na-
tional or regional government 
as well as any leading interna-
tional company from the capac-
ity to ward off the negative im-
pacts on their own. The most 
effective response could be 
generated in a collective and 
coordinated action at both Euro-
pean and national levels which 
mainstreams economic, finan-
cial and RTD policy-related 
measures in an integrated ac-
tion plan. This rescue package 
should include priority items 
among which the manufactur-
ing industry takes its place in 
the first ranks given its vital 
position for the European econ-
omy and for the lives of Euro-
pean societies. Nonetheless, 
whilst undertaking such an 
action, the European  Institu-
tions should be very determined 
to exclude and discourage any 
measure which would hinder 
the effective functioning of the 
internal market and fair compe-
tition. 
    The European decision-
makers should take into ac-
count that the impact of the 
slowdown in industrial produc-
tion risks producing dangerous 
repercussions on sustainability. 
Layoffs and the closing down of 
companies due to the crisis 
would have the worst effect on 
the European economy in the 
long term and would put the 
post-crisis recovery at stake. 
The MT sector nourishes inno-
vation and productivity in many 
sectors crucial for the European 
economy, such as automotive, 
aerospace and energy genera-
tion. A breakdown in the MT  

sector would have a serious 
effect on the whole manufactur-
ing value chain.  
    Briefly, MT production should 
keep going without losing the 
highly skilled workforce it re-
quires - a workforce which is 
hard and costly to train - and 
without halting investment in 
innovation. The access of com-
panies to finance should be 
facilitated by effective fiscal 
and economic policies. More-
over, governments  should not 
be reluctant to inject fiscal 
stimulus into the industry in the 
form of RTD and trade support 
schemes to ensure a prompt  
recovery. Presently, companies 
are still facing very serious 
problems in obtaining credit 
from banks.   
What should the machine tool What should the machine tool What should the machine tool What should the machine tool 
builders do on their end?    builders do on their end?    builders do on their end?    builders do on their end?        
They have to recognize that the 
economy is in a decline cycle, 
and they should not be late to 
adapt their production capacity 
to the demand in the short and 
medium term and adopt new 
business methods and busi-
ness models which would help 
obtain quick results in improv-
ing their position on the mar-
kets. The shape that this crisis 
has taken shows that traditional 
methods will fall short of the 
capacity to cope with the cur-
rent challenges.  

“The MT sector nourishes 

innovation and productivity in 

many sectors crucial for the 

European economy, such as 

automotive, aerospace and energy 

generation.” 
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    Furthermore, they should not 
slow down their investments in 
R&D, keeping in mind that re-
search and innovation are the 
keys to achieving a high level  of 
competitiveness in the long 
term and to retaining their lead-
ership on the global markets.    
Lastly, can  we have from you  a Lastly, can  we have from you  a Lastly, can  we have from you  a Lastly, can  we have from you  a 
few words on the CECIMO Gen-few words on the CECIMO Gen-few words on the CECIMO Gen-few words on the CECIMO Gen-
eral Assembly ? eral Assembly ? eral Assembly ? eral Assembly ?     
We have had a very busy pro-
gramme this year which fo-
cused mainly on the impact of    

“The European  Institutions 
should be very determined to 
exclude and discourage any 
measure which would hinder the 
effective funct ioning of the 
internal market  and fair 
competition.” 

are the representatives of the 
European machine tool indus-
try, to meet twice a year to 
share their opinions with each 
other on various strategic is-
sues and to exchange best 
practices. I believe it was a very 
successful GA during which 
important concrete decisions 
were taken for the future of our 
industry in view of the current 
economic downturn. 
    Lastly, I would like to stress 
that the CECIMO General As-
sembly is the voice of the Euro-
pean machine tool industry and 
accordingly the messages deliv-
ered by this platform should be 
taken into consideration very 
seriously by European decision 
makers and legislators and 
should be viewed as a valuable 
input from the industry in policy 
formulation. Effective communi-
cation between industry and 
policy makers brings about 
effective solutions.  

CECIMO Spring Assembl y 2009 took place in 

Maria Cristi na Hotel in San Sebastian, Spain 

and lasted four days. 
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of end-users should be in-
creased towards our compa-
nies and redundant controls 
should be avoided. 
    With European orders of 
machine tools that reached 
their lowest levels in more than 
10 years in the first quarter 
2009, it is necessary to not to 
mix up too much international 
politics with trade and econom-
ics, otherwise there might be a 
direct and quick impact on the 
competitiveness of some Euro-
pean companies in the ma-
chine tool sector.  
    Even though the room for 
manoeuvre is small given the 
high political sensitivity of the 

dossier, CECIMO asks for  bet-
ter clarification and uniformity 
as regards the use of the 
“Catch all clause” and for more 
harmonisation among Member 
States on the timeline in get-
ting the licences, as well as the 
reduction in the number of 
redundant controls.  
 

CECIMO to the Commission: “The machine tool industry can help Europe recover!” 
CECIMO sent a letter to President Barroso and pleaded to take advantage of the strategic role that the machine tool industry CECIMO sent a letter to President Barroso and pleaded to take advantage of the strategic role that the machine tool industry CECIMO sent a letter to President Barroso and pleaded to take advantage of the strategic role that the machine tool industry CECIMO sent a letter to President Barroso and pleaded to take advantage of the strategic role that the machine tool industry 

plays in the European economy to overcome the economic crisisplays in the European economy to overcome the economic crisisplays in the European economy to overcome the economic crisisplays in the European economy to overcome the economic crisis     

The European machine tool 
industry addressed President 
Barroso by a letter dated 13 
March 2009 and signed by all  
CECIMO board members. CE-
CIMO asked the European Com-
mission to engage into a closer 
cooperation with the machine 
tool industry against the eco-
nomic downturn. In the letter, it 
was mentioned that the ma-
chine tool industry in Europe  

has been affected dramatically 
by the sharp drop in machine 
orders due to the economic 
stalemate in the international 
markets, especially in the cus-
tomer sectors such as automo-
t ive, elec tron ic  consu mer 
goods, aerospace etc.  
    Furthermore, the Commis-
sion was informed by this letter 

that the current measures un-
dertaken by industry (reduction 

in interim staff, flexible working 
hours etc) will not be sufficient 
to stop many European compa-
nies from loosing skilled work-
ers or closing down their facili-
ties, should the decision mak-
ers fail to take action promptly. 
The difficulties in accessing 
finance were indicated as the 
most serious obstacle which 

currently prevents the cus-
tomer industries from investing 

in machine tools and which 
should be dealt before all else. 
    Finally, stressing the strategic 
position of the machine tool 
industry to keep up the Euro-
pean manufacturing activity 
innovative and technogically 
competitive, CECIMO warned the 
Commission of the damage that 
the machine tools production’s 
shift out of Europe would create 

in the EU economy. 

its our companies face regard-
ing some items in the existing 
Regulation such as the Catch All 
Clause and their impact on the 
well functioning of the Single 
Market.  
    Our members associations, 
national representations of 
machine tools builders in 15 
European countries, know that 
most machine tools have dual 
use applications and therefore 
require export licences if they 
have a level of precision beyond 
certain limits and/or are 
shipped to certain destination 
countries. This practice aims to 
help maintain the international 
security and support the fight 
against the proliferation of 
weapons of mass destruction.  
    CECIMO su ppo rts  the 
amended Regulation which has  
been planned to adapt the pre-
vious legislation to a 27-

member European Union and to 
improve trade facilitation for 
exporters while maintaining a 
certain level of security among 
Member States. This amend-
ment had also been required by 
the constantly changing nature 
of modern technology and 
therefore a constantly updated 
list of products, technology and 
related services to be con-
trolled. 
    CECIMO supports for in-
stance the clarification as re-
gards brokering, transits as well 
as the creation of additional 
Community General Export Au-
thorisations, but regrets that 
the EU internal market does not 
function better. Exports controls 
are indeed not uniform among 
countries. In certain member 
states, it takes several months 
to get a licence and the catch-
all clause is not applied with the 
same severity in all countries, 
which may distort the level play-
ing field for companies of differ-
ent countries of operations.  
    CECIMO agrees with some 
other industry representatives 
that ask for more simplification 
and more coordination and 
convergence among countries. 
Information and awareness on 
the sensitivity of products and  

The European Council adopted 
the Regulation 428/2009 on  
the export control of dual-use 
items on 5 May 2009 (see the 
Official Journal dated 29 May), 
after several months of stand-
by. This adoption validates the 
amendments proposed by the 
European Commission to the 
Regulation 1334/2000. 
    CECIMO is much concerned 
with this Regulation since Ma-
chine Tools are on the list of 
items for which an export au-
thorization is required by the 
competent authorities of the 
Member States. CECIMO has 
been following up the discus-
sions on the amendment of the 
Council Regulation 1334/2000 
for a few years now, and was 
part of the consultation process 
in 2005-2006 in order to ex-
plain the specificity of our sec-
tor and the difficulties and lim-

In some member states it 

takes several months to get a 

licence and the catch-all 

clause is not applied with the 

same severity in all countries. 
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The amendment aims to ensure the balance between the ambitions for trade facilitation and WMDThe amendment aims to ensure the balance between the ambitions for trade facilitation and WMDThe amendment aims to ensure the balance between the ambitions for trade facilitation and WMDThe amendment aims to ensure the balance between the ambitions for trade facilitation and WMD----related security concernsrelated security concernsrelated security concernsrelated security concerns    
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in the  best conditions. 
     Furthermore, industry could 
be more involved in the market  
surveillance activities and pro-
cedures. Why not set up a na-
tional advisory board of the 
market surveillance authority in 
order to reinforce the partner-
ship? 
    Finally, in case of non-
compliance of products on the 
market, it might be necessary to 
strengthen and ideally harmo-
nise the national criminal laws 
among member states if the 
outcome of the market surveil-
lance procedure turns out not 
to be effective enough in the 
near future. 

European engineering industries show full support for an EU-South Korea FTA  
An alliance of European Associations in the field of engineering addressed the European Commission by a letterAn alliance of European Associations in the field of engineering addressed the European Commission by a letterAn alliance of European Associations in the field of engineering addressed the European Commission by a letterAn alliance of European Associations in the field of engineering addressed the European Commission by a letter    

Whilst the European Commis-
sion negotiation speeds up the 
negotiations with South Korea 
for a bilateral Free Trade Agree-
ment., CECIMO, joining an alli-
ance* of 12 major European 
sector associations in the field 
of engineering, addressed  
President Barroso by a jointly 
signed letter (dated 29th June 
2009) to support the FTA.  
     In the letter, it was indicated 
that the import duty level app- 

lied by South Korea to European  
engineering products is the 
third highest in Asia (after India 
and China) and that the Euro-
pean engineering industries 
support the FTA which will elimi-
nate the tariffs.  
    Hence, the letter stressed 
that such an agreement would 
translate into an augmentation 
in European exports towards  
the Korean market and it would 
help strengthen Europe as a 

ensure that this agreement 
will creates a level playing 
field which would help in-
crease the competitiveness 
of European manufacturers in 
the Korean market against 
Japanese, Chinese and 

American competitors. 

*CECIMO, CECIP, CECOF, 
CEMA, CEMAFON, CETOP, 
EFAC, EMVA, EUNITED, EURO-

MAP, EUROTRANS and OE-A. 

manufacturing base and the engi-
neering industry in particular.  
    Furthermore, the European  
engineering sector urged the 
Commission to opt for uniform 
rules of origin in the FTAs and to  

The New Legislative Framework 
adopted in 2008 regulates the 
market surveillance of prod-
ucts. It will be applicable in the 
European Member States as of  
January 2010.  
    CECIMO thinks that market 
surveillance of machine tools 
that enter the EU Market is 
essential to the good function-
ing of the EU Internal Market. 
Effective market surveillance 
implies taking measures in 
order to check that products 
meet requirements of the appli-
cable directive, bringing non-
compliant products into compli-
ance, and imposing sanctions 
when necessary. Market surveil-
lance respects the principle of 
proportionality, i.e. that action 
must be taken in accordance 
with the degree of risk or non-
compliance and with the possi-
ble impact on the internal mar-
ket of the free circulation of non 
compliant products. 
    As opposed to conformity 
assessment, market surveil-
lance takes place after the 
product has been placed on the 
EU market, and is a national 
responsibility. Therefore, the EU 
Member States have to organ-
ise and carry out the market 
surveillance in a way that is 
effective and sufficiently exten-
sive to discover non-compliant 
products.  

    Each Member State can de-
cide upon their market surveil-
lance infrastructure. Therefore, 
the legal and administrative 
market surveillance infrastruc-
tures differ from one Member 
State to another. 
    CECIMO is concerned by the 
future enforcement of the New 
Legislative Framework and 
therefore asks the European  
Commission to give enough 
resources (both human and 
financial) to Members States in 
order to avoid any major dis-
crepancy in the enforcement of 
the directive that might distort 
the fair level playing field 
among the machine tools build-
ers in Europe. 
    This is why CECIMO strongly 
encourages Member States to 
collaborate on a regular basis 
on their market surveillance 
activities, together with cus-
toms authorities and any other 
relevant authorities at the na-
tional level. 
    Additionally, the results of the 
market surveillance activities 
should be readily available to 
every Member States (maybe 
through a pan European IT ser-
vice) and the follow-up of mar-
ket surveillance actions should 
be carried out not only in 
Europe, but also in the coun-
tries where the manufacturing 
of the products was initially 

based. DG Enterprise has al-
ready been involved into a part-
nership with the Chinese au-
thorities on market surveillance, 
and such initiatives must be 
extended. 

    At national level, it is very 

important that Member States 
get the enforcement authorities 
(a neutral and independent 
body) to participate systemati-
cally in the international  stan-
dardization activities. Moreover, 
these latter should  delegate 
the responsibility of the testing 
of products to another organisa-
tion should they not be in the 
the position to do it themselves  

The new legislative framework and market surveillanceThe new legislative framework and market surveillanceThe new legislative framework and market surveillanceThe new legislative framework and market surveillance    
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The New Legislati ve Framework is an i niti ati ve of the European Commission to mode rnize  

the New approach for marke ting of produc ts. This broad package of measures is ex-

pected to remove the remaining barrie rs in front of f ree circulation of products.    
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The EU-funded project ‘NEXT’ 
will seize the opportunity of 
EMO 2009 to present the ‘final 
results’ of 4 years of intense 
research activity in the area of  
production systems through a 
conference in which a valuable 
community of scientists, indus-
trialists and European Commis-
sion officials will take the floor. 
As an integrated project with 
the involvement of 25 partners, 
a multidisciplinary team of 60  

60 experts, and a budget of 24 
million EUR, NEXT Generation 
Production System has taken 
shape as the biggest initiative 
ever undertaken in Europe in 
the area of production systems. 
Designed to develop the ma-
chines of the future and new 
business models needed to 
transform the European manu-
facturing industry, NEXT, with a 
focus on machine tools, defines 
the path to the future of the 

European production machin-
ery sector. Having adopted an  
integrated approach, the pro-
ject aims to improve the sus-
tainability of manufacturing 
activities in terms of competi-
tiveness, employment and the 
environment, paving the way 
to a technical, industrial and 
societal breakthrough in 
Europe. 
Visit  the NEXT booth at EMO: Visit  the NEXT booth at EMO: Visit  the NEXT booth at EMO: Visit  the NEXT booth at EMO:     
‘p.14P/1 - Stand N01’ 

sive modernization of its facili-
ties and keeps adding new cut-
ting edge structures to prepare 
for this world-renowned event. 
This ultramodern structure 
which will host EMO offers ad-
vanced technological facilities 
for the exhibitors and provides  
a record size of usable space 
with its eight pavilions (two of 
which being two-storey) without 
columns designed to ease ac-
cess to the booths and to pro-
vide them with increased visibil-
ity. 
    Furthermore, the modern and 
experimental architecture of the 
building matches perfectly the 
innovative and high-tech char-
acter of the Machine Tool indus-
try and makes it an ideal venue 
for this globally popular exhibi-
tion. 

EMO and the net exhibition 
area has reached around 
100.000 sqm.  
    The interest of companies in 
the exhibition in the time of 
economic stalemate is noted as 
a positive sign and as an indica-
tor of determination of the in-
dustry to reverse the downturn 
trend in their business. More-
over, during the Spring General 
Assembly (7-8 June 2009) the 
European Machine Tool indus-
tries have reiterated their belief 
and commitment to mark EMO 
Milano 2009 as a milestone - 
one year after the outbreak of  
the financial crisis - which will 
be the starting point of the up-
wards trend in the manufactur-
ing business. 

The final ‘NEXT’ conference will take place at EMO Milano 

Alfredo Mariotti - Exhibition 

Director 

Pierre Luigi Streparava - General 

Commisionner 

    The organisation of EMO 
Milano 2009 is entrusted to 
UCIMU - SISTEMI PER PRO-
DURRE (Association of Italian 
Manufacturers of Machine 
Tools) and the event is pro-
moted by CECIMO (European 
Association of the Machine Tool 
Industries). The organisers re-
ported in April 2009 that de-
spite the crisis, 1250 compa-
nies from 35 countries have 
already booked their places at 

UCIMU - PER PRODURRE has 

worked over the last four years for 

the preparation of the show and its 

promotion all over the globe.. 

EMO, the largest Machine Tool 
show in Europe, which is organ-
ised every two years in Han-
nover and Milan, will take place 
this year in the contemporary 
exhibition centre of Milan, fi-
eramilano, on 5-10 October. 
    Created in 1975, EMO has 
borne witness to the evolution 
of the world of “metal machin-
ing” and has become a stop not  
to be missed for Machine tool  
constructors from all over the 
world who come to EMO in the 
search of the latest information 
about the state-of-the-art prod-
ucts and technologies in the 
sector. Besides being a trend-
setter for the MT industry, EMO 
represents a unique meeting 
point for MT builders and end 
users to exchange views and 
inform themselves about the 
most recent advances in the MT   

business.  
    EMO Milano which is organ-
ized every four years is re-
nowned for the highly interna-
tional profile of the exhibitors 
and visitors. On the other hand, 
given its strategic location in 
the midst of Western, Eastern 
European and Mediterranean 
markets, it promises perfect 
business opportunities for MT 
constructors. 
    Milan is a world capital of  
business and finance as much 
as it is a capital of design and 
fashion. The city hosts some of 
the most modern exhibition 
centres in the world among 
which the fieramilano, opened 
in 2005, ranks as one of the 
largest trade fair complexes in 
the world. Having been selected 
as the host city for Expo 2015, 
Milan has undergone an exten-

The world of machine tools counts down for EMO Milano 2009 
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an oral session.  
    Integ-µ was launched at the 
end of 2008 and is a four-year 
project, its main objective being 
the development of new hybrid 
and reconfigurable multitasking 
machines and combined proc-
esses through the integration of 
different ultra high precision 
techniques in one setup to pro-
duce complex 3D shaped com-
ponents at micro/meso scale 
(10÷10.000µm range). Flexible, 
reconfigurable and hybrid multi- 
tasking machines will allow the 
mass production of complex 3D 
shape micro components and 
micromachining of materials 
such as diamond and ceramics.      
    The results foreseen are ex-   

pected to surpass the state-of-
the-art in micromachining tech-
niques and to generate greater 
accuracy, reduced handling and 
plant area, faster throughput 
and increased productivity. 
    The achievement of these 
targets is expected to have an  
important impact by boosting 
competitiveness on various end 
user sectors such as consumer 
electronics, medical and bio-
technological industries, aero-
space and aeronautical sectors, 
manufacturers of IT products 
and watch components. Current 
micromachining technologies 
do not allow the cost- and time-
effective production of complex 
3D shape micro components;     

however technological and so-
cietal needs push the manufac-
turing industry to achieve fur-
ther improvement in this field 
an d to produce smal ler, 
smarter, faster and cleaner 
products.  
    Integ-µ aims at achieving a 
technological breakthrough in 
this respect and at playing a 
leading role in European R&D 
activities in the field of micro-
machining.    
    CECIMO is one of the 20 part-
ners of the project and as-
sumes a role in identification of 
user requirements and dissemi-
nation. 
 

The EU-funded project Integ-µ, 
“New production technologies 
of complex 3D Micro-devices 
through multi-process integra-
tion of ultra precision engineer-
ing techniques”, was presented 
at the euspen Conference 
which was held on 2-5 June 
2009 in San Sebastian. In addi-
tion to information provided at  
the booth in the exhibition hall,  
the project was presented to 
conference participants during  

Integ-micro was presented at the 9th International euspen Conference  

New appointments within CECIMO 

Peter Perremans, AGORIA  

(Belgium) 

Carina Bruun, FDW              

(Denmark) 

Mag. Norbert JUNGREITHMAYR - 
Managing Director, WFL Millturn 
Technologies GmbH & Co. KG  (AT) 

Wolfgang RATHNER - CEO, FILL 

Gesellschaft m.b.H. (AT) 

Dag Jacobson - Chairman, 

Technical Committee 

Miroslav ŠABART - General Man-

ager, ZDAS Inc (CZ) 

Mr. René PANCZUK - Président, 

DUFIEUX Industrie (FR) 

General Managers of CECIMO member associationsGeneral Managers of CECIMO member associationsGeneral Managers of CECIMO member associationsGeneral Managers of CECIMO member associations    CECIMOCECIMOCECIMOCECIMO    

Gökalp Gümüşdere - Projects 

Coordinator 

Peter RÜDEN  - Co-Owner & 
Head of Marketing Department, 
WATER JET Sweden AB (SE) 

The European Research Project PROLIMA (Environmental Product Lifecycle Manage-
ment) in which CECIMO participated has recently published the BEPM (Best Environ-
mental Practice Manual), consisting of more than 100 eco-standards. Its purpose is to 
provide a series of ideas or practical guidelines targeting machine tool designer to 
help them devise more ecological machines right from the design stage. The stan-
dards address issues such as energy consumption, safety, vibrations, etc.   
    To have free access to the manual is as easy as fulfilling the registration form  on 
the PROLIMA website: 
http://www.prolima.eu/contact-info 

New environmental tools for our industry 

DelegatesDelegatesDelegatesDelegates    
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CECIMO Magazine - Upcoming Issue 

• Energy-using Products directive: the machine tool in-
dustry goes for self regulation 

• CECIMO represents the European machine tool indus-
try at international fairs 

• Interview with the Chairman of CECIMO Technical 
Committee, Mr Dag Jacobson 

SubscribeSubscribeSubscribeSubscribe to CECIMO magazine today and 
reserve your Winter issue already! 

CECIMO magazine is published twice a year 
and FREE! 

All you need to do is to send an email indicat-
ing your name, organisation/company and 
address to information@cecimo.eu  

CECIMO upcoming events 

• CECIMO EuP Working Group: 24 & 31 August 2009, Frankfurt 

• CECIMO Technical Managers’ meeting: 4 September 2009, Prague 

• CECIMO Statistical Project Team: 10 September 2009, Brussels 

• CECIMO General Managers’ meeting: 4 October 2009, Milan 

• EMO Milano:  5 -10 October 2009, Milan 

• CECIMO General Assembly: 6-7 November 2009, London 

 
 

EMO® is a registered 

trademark by CECIMO    

The new CECIMO website has been 
online since April 2009 and invites you to 
discover the world of Machine Tools. 

    The website has been designed to 
ease access of a diverse audience to 
information about the European machine 
tool industry:  

• industrialists, 

• policy makers, 

• students in engineering and eco-

nomics, 

• people with a special interest in 

machine tools... 

will find technical, economic and practi-
cal data our website.                        

On the new CECIMO website you will find: 

• data and statistics on the Euro-

pean MT industry 

• European policies and regulations 

• R&D projects 

• EMO 

• CECIMO position papers and press 

releases 

• CECIMO’s activities 

• the new CECIMO magazine 

• the latest events in the machine 

tool world 

    Go on www.cecimo.eu and connect to 
the world of machine tools! 

New CECIMO website is now online! 

Industrialist or student, politician or scien-
tist, whoever is interested in sharing its 
views on the machine tools industry is 
welcome to join the discussions on our 
blog. 
    The discussion topics are various: 

• economy and trade 

• research and development 

• European policies and legislations  

• business models and more... 

    Connect to http://cecimo.blogactiv.eu/     
 and have your say on machine tools! 
 

New CECIMO Blog is launched 

As a part of its communication strat-
egy adopted in 2008, CECIMO has 
undergone an extensive revision of its 
communication tools in order to bet-
ter explain the strategic importance of 
the European machine tool industry to 
a broader public.  

        The Machine Tools Blog was cre-
ated within the framework of this 

strategy and it aims to provide a dis-
cussion platform on the European 
machine tool industries. 

                                                             

The new CECIMO  blog is the f irst b log in Europe  

dedicated to the machine  tools industry . 

The  CECIMO staff will  be  at EMO 

Milano in October .    

 

Where manufacturing begins    



CECIMOCECIMOCECIMOCECIMO    is the European Association for the Machine Tool Indus-

tries. We represent 15 National Associations of Machine Tools Builders 

that represents over 1400 industrial enterprises in Europe, 85% of 

which are SMEs. 

CECIMO covers: 

- more than 90% total Machine Tools production in Europe and 44% 

worldwide 

- 71 % of the production exported  

- 24,6 Billion EUR of production - 150.000 employees 
     

The European machine tool industry is a key element to sustain the 

manufacturing activity in Europe.  
     

Thanks to the manufacturing solutions produced by an R&D driven 

machine tool industry, industrial sectors such as automotive, aero-

space, power generation, medical products and general engineering 

can produce more efficiently, more accurately, faster, cheaper and 

more environmentally friendly. Our industry contributes to the Lisbon 

Agenda which aims to make the European Union the most competitive 

economy in the World.  

CECIMO aisbl 
66, avenue Louise 1050 Brussels - Belgium 
Phone:  +32 2 502 70 90 
Fax: +32 2 502 60 82 
www.cecimo.eu 

 Czech Republic: SST Czech Republic: SST Czech Republic: SST Czech Republic: SST     
    (Svazu Strojírenské Technologie) 

 Belgium: AGORIABelgium: AGORIABelgium: AGORIABelgium: AGORIA 
 (Federatie van de Technologische Industrie) 

 Denmark: FDVV Denmark: FDVV Denmark: FDVV Denmark: FDVV    
(Foreningen af Vaerktoejs- og Vaerktoejsmaskinfabrikanter)  

 FinlandFinlandFinlandFinland    
    Federation of Finnish Technology Industries  

 France: SYMOPFrance: SYMOPFrance: SYMOPFrance: SYMOP    

(Syndicat des Entreprises de Technologies de Production)    

 Germany: VDW Germany: VDW Germany: VDW Germany: VDW  
(Verein Deutscher Werkzeugmaschinenfabriken e.V.) 

 Italy: UCIMU Italy: UCIMU Italy: UCIMU Italy: UCIMU----SISTEMI PER PRODURRESISTEMI PER PRODURRESISTEMI PER PRODURRESISTEMI PER PRODURRE     
(Associazione dei costruttori Italiani di machine utensili robot  
e automazione 

 Portugal: AIMMAP  Portugal: AIMMAP  Portugal: AIMMAP  Portugal: AIMMAP     
(Associacâo dos Industriais Metalúrgicos, 
Metalomecãnicos e Afins de Portugal)  

 Spain: AFM Spain: AFM Spain: AFM Spain: AFM     
(Asociación Española de Fabricantes de 
Maquinas-Herramienta) 

 Sweden: FVMSweden: FVMSweden: FVMSweden: FVM     
(Föreningen Svenska Verktygs- och 
Verktygsmaskintillverkare) 

 Switzerland: SWISSMEMSwitzerland: SWISSMEMSwitzerland: SWISSMEMSwitzerland: SWISSMEM 

(Die Schweizer Maschinen-, Elektro- und Metall-Industrie)  

Turkey: MIBTurkey: MIBTurkey: MIBTurkey: MIB 
(Makina Imalatcilari Birligi) 

United Kingdom: MTAUnited Kingdom: MTAUnited Kingdom: MTAUnited Kingdom: MTA  
(The Manufacturing Technologies Association) 

 Netherlands: VIMAGNetherlands: VIMAGNetherlands: VIMAGNetherlands: VIMAG  
(Federatie Productie Technologie / Sectie VIMAG) 

CECIMO Member Associations 

 Austria: FMMIAustria: FMMIAustria: FMMIAustria: FMMI 
 (Fachverband Maschinen & Metallwaren Industrie) 
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