PRESS RELEASE
CECIMO and EPMA to drive additive manufacturing forward
Brussels 23 January 2018 – CECIMO, the European Association of the Machine Tool Industry, and
EPMA, the European Powder Metallurgy Association, signed an agreement, which aims at promoting
additive manufacturing through diversified actions.
Additive Manufacturing is defined as the process of joining materials to make objects from 3D model
data, usually layer upon layer, as opposed to subtractive manufacturing methodologies. Among the
main opportunities, there is design flexibility, mass customization, process sustainability and rapid
product development. The overall challenge for AM is to move from a prototype solution to a main
manufacturing method and be integrated into existing production environments.
CECIMO and EPMA will therefore work together to support Europe’s industry through this critical
change. Both associations will exchange information on advocacy activities in additive manufacturing to
better coordinate their own actions and get the utmost of it. EPMA and CECIMO will also look for
opportunities on EU project proposals in future calls.
CECIMO is the association conveying the concerns of the AM industry to the EU authorities.
Representing key companies in the AM ecosystem, it engages with policy actors for the creation of an
enabling policy, and regulatory and business framework for the uptake of additive technologies in
Europe. This includes initiatives such as developing specific AM standards within the remit of EU
regulations, advising the European institutions on the AM priority research areas for the next EU
budgetary programme, and producing curricula to boost AM in education. CECIMO is also partners, one
as coordinator, in several EU projects, which encompass a wide range of issues such as regulatory and
business barriers for industrial AM in Europe, AM skills gaps and bottlenecks in training, emerging AM
business models. Furthermore, CECIMO organizes high-level conferences in the European Parliament
with leading AM businesses and European policy-makers, and hosts the meetings of its own industrydriven AM Working Group, gathering experts from across Europe.
EPMA who represents Powder Metallurgy in Europe, has been working to increase the awareness of
Additive Manufacturing technology, with a special focus on metal powder Additive Manufacturing and
to foster the synergy in the metal AM community through research programmes, workshops,
benchmarking and exchange of knowledge. Through its European Additive Manufacturing Group
(EuroAM) the EPMA has launched several initiatives including a flyer and a well-received Introduction
to Additive Manufacturing brochure, the organisation of Metal AM Seminars and the coordination of
internal collaborative AM Projects such as the Quality Test for Selective Laser Melting Powder project.
EPMA also organises Europe’s largest Metal AM technical programme within its annual international
“Euro PM” Congress and Exhibition event. EPMA participates in several European funded projects to
represent Powder Metallurgy and support the Metal AM industry in its R&D effort.
This partnership points at the advancement of additive manufacturing in the industrial landscape and
at the removal of barriers to the future development of this technology.
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About CECIMO – European Association of the Machine Tool Industries
CECIMO is the European Association representing the common interests of the Machine Tool Industries
globally and at EU level. We bring together 15 National Associations of machine tool builders, which
serve approximately 1300 industrial enterprises in Europe (EU + EFTA + Turkey), over 80% of which are
SMEs. CECIMO covers 98% of total Machine Tool production in Europe and about 36% worldwide. It
accounts for almost 150,000 employees and a turnover of more than €24 billion in 2016. Approximately
75% of CECIMO production is shipped abroad, whereas around half of it is exported outside Europe.
CECIMO assumes a key role in determining the strategic direction of the European machine tool industry
and promotes the development of the sector in the fields of economy, technology and science.
About EPMA – European Powder Metallurgy Association
The European Powder Metallurgy Association, EPMA, formed in Brussels in 1989, is a non-profit
association, which has three key missions – Promoting, Representing and Developing Powder
Metallurgy (PM) in Europe. The EPMA serves all aspects of the PM supply chain (Additive
Manufacturing, Core Powder Metallurgy, Hard Materials and Diamond Tools, Hot Isostatic Pressing,
Functionnal Materials, Powder Injection Moulding) through various promotional and training
activities, legislative lobbying and projects participation and coordination. The EPMA serves over 200
corporate members, from component producers, metal powder manufacturers, equipment producers
through to end-users, research centres, universities and many individuals who have an interest in
Powder Metallurgy. PM in Europe accounts for more than 40,000 employees and a turnover of more
than €11 billion in 2016. Europe is the largest sector worldwide in terms of PM annual value sales with
38% of the World PM Parts Market.
Contacts for media:
Giorgia Zia (giorgia.zia@cecimo.eu)
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